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SHARE THE
MEMORIES:

€ & G staffers tell
their own tales of

Christmas past /255N

Officers avert tragedy
involving suicidal man
outside restaurant

EY K. MICHELLE MORAN
kmolin@randgnews-cum

FARMS — Two Grosse Pointe Farms Public Safery officers are cred-
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According to a report, police were called ro the Wendy's restaurant
at 18800 Mack Ave. around 7:03 p.m. Dec. 7 after a 20-year-old Grosse
Pointe Farms man was said 1o be :iiuudiug outside in front of the restan-
rant, near the drive-thru, threatening to harm himself. When they ar-
rived, police said, the man was holding a silver knife in his hand, ar his
See OFFICERS on page 10A

DOWN TO A SCIENCE

STUDENT RESEARCHES FLINT WATER CRISIS, WINS AWARD

EY MARIA ALLARD

allard@candgnews.com

WOODS — The Fline Wa-
ter Crisis grabbed the attention of
people around the state and the na-
tion. Among them was a group of
Grosse Pointe North High School
chemistry students who conducred
research in an effort to thwart any
kind of future disaster of that na-

ture.

The research began last school
year when North student Michal
Ruprecht participated in a green
chemistry rescarch project at the
University of Detroit Mercy along-
side Mark Benvenurto, Ph.D.

Dwuring his time at the univer-
sity, Ruprechr investigared ligands,
which are molecules that bind to
other molecules. Morth graduates
Ben Sosnowski and Ben Shiwin-

See RUPRECHT on page 22A
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ABOVE: Santa Claus reads “A Visit From
St. Nicholas™ aloud during Grosse Pointe
Park’s Lunch with Santa Dec. 9
at Windmill Pointe Park.

LEFT: John Neuman, 1, of Grosse
Pointe Park, meets Santa Claus.
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Ruprecht

from page 1A

ski were part of Ruprechrt’s research
team, as was current North junior
Polly Fitzgerald.

From Ocrober 2016 w April
2017, the group focused on creating
a ligand that could separate meral
ions from aqueous solutions. The
research showed thart if the ligand
could pull metal ions into a non-
polar solution called monoglyme.
it should be able o pull metal ions
out of aqueous solutions.

Ruprechr, who is president
of the Grosse Pointe MNorth High
SL'IH.FU] chc!l]i.ﬁ'.[:f' C]ul} H.[]d now i
senior, said the ligand could poren-
tally pull merals from rainted warter.
He said that because the research
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continue its work with Benvenuto
this schoal year.

“We  started dt:i11g research
on something we were passionare
abour,” Ruprechr said. “It's such a
relevant topic. Hopefully we'll be
:lh]c to ﬂ[]n'inl]ﬂ our mc:ll[_'l'l :ll'l(l
purt it to use. That's something we'll
be researching this year. We know it
could be of use for people one day.”

The
their research on a large poster and
presented it 1o professors and un-
dergraduate and graduate seudents
ar the ACS Chemistry Regional
Conference in Dearborn.

Benvenuto, a chemistiry pro-
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ing with Ruprecht.

“The work Michal’s ream did
will mast likely be published next
year in a refereed journal on green
chemistry,”  Benvenuro said via
email. “Hes a sharp young man,
and has been fun to work with.”

As a result of his dedication to
the project, Ruprechr was awarded
the 2016-17 Network of Educators
in Science and Technology Srudent
Award, “Promise of the Furure,”

The budding chemist also was
one of four students to receive the
2017 American Chemistry  Soci-
ety CIBA Travel Award for Green
Chemistry Research, He is the first
high school student to receive the
award since its inception in 2010,

According to the ACS website,
L'u:ltm:lqu:ilJ'cs.;lcs.ulg. l}IC SLUdEnLH
whao receive the award show “signifi-

can abilities to incorporare creative
green chemistry solutions inro their
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“Green chemistry,”  for the
purpose of the award, was defined

as “the discovery and design of
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that reduce or eliminate the use
and generation of hazardous sub-
stances.”

Ruprecht  will  present  the
groups findings ar the ACS na-
tional meeting in Boston sched-
uled, for r\ug_ 19-23, 2018, More
than 11,000 chemists, teachers,
and graduate and undergraduate
students are expected o arend.
He said he appreciates the staff at
Morth, who were supportive of his
green chemistry research project.

“Michal 5 an mlrm:mding
student who engages with science,
technology, engineering and math

(STEM) clubs outside of class. He
is very interested in doing research
that has the potential of improv-
ing contaminared warer,” science
teacher Steven Kosmas said in an
email. “Michal Ruprecht is the first
]'I.]gl'l ﬁ:hﬂ'ﬂl .EI.'I.:I{'::I'I.I.' tor earn a g:n:r:n
chemistry grant to travel to the Na-
tional American Chemistry Sociery
conference in Boston. The goal
ta present the research ar chis ACS
conference,”

The Morth Chemistry Club
mocts onee a mk.

“Its a really great way o em-
phasize STEM and do different
activities,” he said. The club mem-
bers also do outreach to encourage
younger students to learn more
ul:c:ul’. “Ji.EJ'LL'C. LEl.'I'l.[“Il.Ug)'. E“g.l-
neering and math,

Visit Ruprechr's website ar
mruprecht.weebly.com.

Phota provided by Michal Ruprecht

Grosse Pointe North High School senior Michal Ruprecht, right, was cho-
sen to work on a green chemistry research project with Mark Benvenuto,
Ph.D., at the University of Detroit Mercy. North alumnus Ben Sosnowski,
left, and junior Polly Fitzgerald, center, worked on the project, along with
North alumnus Ben Sliwinski, not pictured.

3 REMEMBER TO
ARE YOUR DENTURES LOOSE OR ARE YOU MISSING ANY TEETH?
IMPLANTS ARE AN OPTION!

Dental implants look and feel just like natural teeth. Implants are an excellent option for anyone who is
missing a tooth. Dental implants are long-lasting and have a less than 1% rejection rate. They are made from
titanium and act as artificial tooth roots. Implants are placed in your jaw and look, feel and function like a natural
tooth. Dental implants give a strong foundation for a bridge, crown, or implant-supported dentures.
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Pointe Dental Group is a provider for: Delta, Metlife, Blue Cross, Cigna and DenteMax
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Exam & X-Rays

First-time patients who complate a cleaning will receive an |}
oral exam and penaramic x-rys at no charge (3175 valus). "
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